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Montana's  Christmas  tree  shippers  set  an  all-time  record  during  the 
19^6  season  by  exporting  nearly  ii.2  million  trees  to  markets  in  other 
states.    The  previous  record  of  3.5  million  trees,  set  in  19^h)  was  ex- 
ceeded by  20  percent  and  1955  shipments  were  surpassed  30  percent.  This 
is  the  tenth  year  in  which  more  than  3  million  trees  were  shipped. 

Substantial  increases  occurred  in  all  the  principal  tree-shipping 
counties,  except  that  Beaverhead  County  displaced  Powell  County  among  the 
eight  leaders. 


Figure  1. — Montana  Christmas  tree  shipments,  19U2  to  1956. 


Table  lo— Comparison  of  Christmas  tree  shipments  by  county ^ 


1955  and  1956 


County  1955  1956         Change  1955  to  1956 


Number  of  trees  Percent 


Flathead 

1,102,280 

l,i;76,635 

+3h 

Lincoln 

1,107^990 

1,161|,763 

■^5 

Missou3-a 

Ii31,l8l 

6i;5,136 

+50 

Sanders 

173.076 

385.757 

+123 

Lake 

295.ii57 

3ii8,27ii 

+18 

Beaverhead 

No  report 

66,000 

Infinite 

Mineral 

38,072 

51;,  1^00 

^k3 

Ravalli 

32,656 

li7.869 

+1|6 

Other V 

2,580 

6,520 

+153 

Total 

3.23U,89ii 

ii,l95>351i 

+30 

1/  Includes  Glacier,  Sheridan,  Jefferson,  Granite,  and  Powell 


Counties. 

After  bowing  to  Lincoln  County  in  1955.  Flathead  County  shipped  near- 
ly le5  million  trees  to  resime  the  lead  it  has  held  for  7  of  the  past  8 
years »    Together,  Flathead  and  Lincoln  Counties  contributed  63  percent  of 
the  state's  total  exports  in  1956o    Including  Missoula  County,  79  percent 
of  the  total  shipments  originated  in  just  three  counties „ 

Table  2 o— Total  1956  shipments  of  Christmas  trees  from 

Montana  by  county 


County 


Rail 


shipment  s±' 


1/ 


Truck 
shipments 


Total 


Percent 
of  total 


Flathead 

Lincoln 

Missoula 

Sanders 

Lake 

Beaverhead 
Mineral 
Raval 


if 


Other-' 
Total 


1,268,250 
1,068,750 
261,250 
3l;6,750 
3ii6,750 

38,000 
lli,250 
i|,750 


Number  of  trees 


208.385 
96,013 
383^886 
39.007 
1.52h 
66,000 
16,1|00 
33.619 
1.770 


l.i;76,635 
1,16J4,763 
6U5.136 
385^757 
3li8,27i; 
66,000 
5a.i400 
l;7.8o9 
6,520 


35 
28 
16 

9 

8 

2 

"] 

1 
3/ 


3.3ii8,750 


8U6,6ol;     ii,  195. 35^4  100 


Percent  of  total 


80 


20 


.00 


1/    Data  from  reports  by  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee,  St,  Paul,  and 
Pacific^  Northern  Pacific,  and  Great  Northern  Railway  Companies., 
2_/    Includes  Glacier,  Sheridan,  Jefferson,  Granite,  and  Powell 
Counties  o 

3/    Less  than  0^2  percent. 
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The  Texas  market  continued  in  the  lead  among  the  28  states  to  which 
rail  shipments  were  made  but  California  and  Missouri  moved  upward  as  con- 
sumers, relegating  Iowa  to  fourth  place.,    Further  illustrations  of  fluc- 
tuations in  Christmas  tree  marketing  are  shown  in  the  reversals  of  the 
positions  of  Kansas  and  Oklahoma,  and  Colorado  and  Louisiana  from  1955  to 
1956.     Increases  occurred  for  all  principal  market  states  except  Iowa, 
which  shows  a  slight  decline.    Five  carloads  were  shipped  to  Cuba  and  one 
carload  to  Hawaii. 

Table  3. — Rail  shipments  to  leading  markets  for  Montana  Christmas 

trees,  1936  and  1955 


1956  1955 

,  Number         Percent  c,,    ,  Number  Percent 

btate  ^^ggs       of  total         ^^^^^      of  trees       of  total 


Texas 

1;89,250 

15 

Texas 

i465,500 

16 

California 

Ii70,250 

ih 

Iowa 

3U6,750 

12 

Missouri 

i;08,  500 

12 

California 

,  31^2,000 

12 

Iowa 

337,250 

10 

Missouri 

299 > 2 50 
270,750 

11 

Oklahoma 

308,750 

9 

Kansas 

9 

Kansas 

275,500 

8 

Oklahoma 

266,000 
213,750 

9 

Nebraska 

237,500 

7 

Nebraska 

8 

Illinois 

199,500 

6 

Illinois 

166,250 

6 

Colorado 

IOI4, 500 

3 

Louisiana 

95,000 

3 

Louisiana 

99,750 

3 

Colorado 

57,000 

2 

Others 

1;18,000 

13 

Others 

332,500 

12 

3,3li8,750 

100 

2, 85a, 750 

100 

More  trees  were  shipped  by  both  rail  and  truck  in  1956  than  in  any 
year  for  which  records  are  available.     Truck  shipments  recovered  from 
their  1955  slump  to  account  for  20  percent  of  all  shipments  in  1956 — 
very  near  the  21  percent  highs  reached  in  1953  and  19 5^. 


Table  h' — Comparison  of  railroad  and  truck  Christmas  tree 


shipments  from  Montana,  19U2-1956 


Eail  shipments  Truck  shipments 

Trees       Percent  Trees  Percent 


19142 

2,138,800 

97 

6ii,950 

3 

19U3 

2,930,750 

9h 

171>730 

6 

19hh 

2,636,250 

96 

119,500 

li 

2,555,500 

9k 

168,000 
Ii32,a00 

6 

19hb 

2,867,000 

87 

13 

19ii7 

2 « 210. 000 
2,731,250 

88 

12 

19ii8 

88 

391,636 

12 

19U9 

2,816,750 

87 

iiiiO,206 

13 

1950 

2,693,250 

89 

32li,530 

11 

1951 

2,783,500 

90 

301,0^0 

10 

1952 

2,375,000 

90 

269,600 

10 

1953 

2,389,250 

79 

631,031 

21 

19^1; 

2,759,750 

79 

722,618 

21 

1955 

2, 85a, 750 

88 

380,liih 

12 

19^6 

3,3l;8,750 

80 

81i6,60li 

20 

Canada's  exports  of  137,000  trees  to  Montana  in  1956  alsD  exceeded 
all  previous  records  although  these  shipments  comprise  but  a  small  per- 
centage of  the  total. 


Table 

5o — -Christmas  trees  imported  from  Canada 

to  Montana, 

19U6-1956 

Year 

Total  number  of 

Percent  of 

trees  imported 

total  shipped 

I9I46 

107,570 

3.3 

19i47 

89,9lia 

3.6 

19)48 

67,661; 

2,2 

19U9 

5ii,  050 

1.7 

1950 

39,288 

lo3 

1951 

72,036 

2,3 

1952 

99,918 

3.8 

1953 

99,055 

3.3 

195U 

123,076 

3.5 

1955 

125,603 

3.9 

1956 

137,015 

3.3 

This  report  is  concerned  only  with  Christmas  tree  shipments;  it 
is  not  a  survey  of  the  total  production  of  Montana o     It  is  based  on 
very  complete  rail  shipment  records  from  the  three  railroads  operat- 
ing in  the  state.    Estimates  of  truck  shipments  were  furnished  by  the 
Montana  State  Forester,  the  University  of  Montana,  the  National  For- 
ests, and  the  Uo  S.  Customs  Service „     We  estimate  that  the  report 
accounts  for  95  percent  of  the  total  ^ipments,  with  unreported  truck 
shipments  making  up  the  remaining  5  percent o 
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